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LORD OF THE FLIES

CHAPTERS 1-12

STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS

Please write your answers in complete sentences.  Each chapter’s questions are worth five points.
	CHAPTER ONE

	How did the boys get to be on the island?  What boy supplies this information?
	

	What is it that pleases Ralph most about his condition on the island?
	

	What do Piggy’s constant references to his “Auntie” reveal about his character?
	

	On page 18, while Ralph is blowing the conch shell, the already assembled boys notice that “something dark is fumbling along.”  What immediate impression is created?  What else serves to reinforce that impression?  Contrast this to the first sentence of the book where Ralph is introduced.  Through this contrast, what is the author suggesting about Ralph and Jack?
	

	Who do you think is the most intelligent boy in the group?  Explain your answer.
	

	Why was Ralph elected leader?
	

	 In what ways is a division of labor forming among the boys?
	

	Why do you think Ralph revealed Piggy’s name to all of the boys?  What does this tell us about Ralph’s character?
	

	How do the boys learn that they are on an island?  Why do you think the author chooses this geographical setting?

Why didn’t Jack kill the piglet this time?


	

	CHAPTER TWO

	How was the contrast between Jack and Ralph’s personalities made clear at the meeting?
	

	What were the young children afraid of?  Why do you think they had this fear?  Was Ralph able to allay their fears?  Why do you think Ralph was so frustrated when Jack said they would hunt the snake?
	

	Why did Ralph want to light a fire on the mountain?
	

	What were the flaws in Ralph’s ability as a leader?
	

	How did most of the boys react when their fire went out of control?  What was Piggy’s response?
	

	CHAPTER THREE

	Reread the description of Jack at the opening of the chapter.  Consider his posture and his actions.  What kind of image is Golding trying to create?  What specific words and phrases heighten that image?
	

	Why does Jack want to hunt and kill animals?
	

	At the beginning of the novel, Jack and Ralph were friends.  Now it is noted that their “antagonism was audible.”  What is it that is pulling them apart?
	

	Why is Ralph becoming disillusioned?  What is happening to each of his plans?  Do you think that Ralph is an effective leader?
	

	What do you think is the significance of Simon’s special place?  Why do you think he goes there?
	

	CHAPTER FOUR

	Compare the way in which the “littleuns” and the "biguns” have adjusted to life on the island.
	

	What is there about Roger’s actions against Henry that indicate the he still retains some ties to his civilized past?  What suggests that these ties are loosening?
	

	Why was Jack able to act wildly after assuming the mask?
	

	What is there about the general appearance of the boys that suggests that they are no longer English schoolboys, but have become part of a more primitive order?
	

	Why was Piggy always an outsider to Ralph, Jack, Maurice and most of the other older boys?  What made them reject him?
	

	What event signaled the end of rational rule on the island and indicated the beginning of a more primitive rule?
	

	In what way is Ralph just as guilty as Jack of the extinction of the fire?
	

	Compare the killing of the pig to a primitive barbaric ritual.
	

	Why did Jack lash out so violently against Piggy?  What could the breaking of his spectacles symbolize?
	

	CHAPTER FIVE

	Why did Ralph now think about his first days on the island as “part of a brighter childhood”?
	

	In what way is the vote on whether ghosts exist a mockery of Ralph and the kind of government he represents?  
	

	Why did Ralph’s assembly fall into disarray?
	

	What did Ralph mean when he said he feared that “the world, that understandable and lawful world, was slipping away”?
	

	Why didn’t Ralph stop the meeting from breaking up?  And why didn’t he prevent Jack and his followers from swirling and chanting?  What mistake do you think Ralph has made by appealing purely to the children’s sense of reason?
	

	Why does Simon fear Jack and want Ralph to continue his rule as chief?
	

	CHAPTER SIX

	How did the children’s fears become a self-fulfilling prophecy?
	

	How and why did the balance of power between Ralph and Jack shift after Sam and Eric spotted “the beast”?
	

	What does the author suggest about the real nature of the beast when he has Simon think of it as “the picture of a human at once heroic and sick”?
	

	What is the symbolism inherent in the description of Simon after he smashed into a tree and it is revealed that “a white spot on his forehead turned read and trickled”?
	

	Why is the Castle Rock a perfect environment for barbarians?  How does it contrast with the setting that Ralph has established for his camp?
	

	How does the arrival of the dead parachutist reinforce the notion that the world of these children is really a microcosm of the entire world?
	

	CHAPTER SEVEN

	What does the boy’s chant, “Kill the pig! Cut his throat!” tell about their goals and their changing character?
	

	In what ways is the boys’ increasing barbarity manifested?
	

	Why did Ralph agree to go up the mountain with Jack after dark?
	

	What did the boys think they saw in the dark?  Why did they flee in terror?
	

	CHAPTER EIGHT

	1. Why did Jack leave the assembly and run away into the forest alone?
	

	2. Why did Piggy decide that a fire should be built near the bathing pool rather than on the mountain?
	

	3. When does it become clear to Ralph that the boys on the island have definitely split into two separate camps?  Who are the members of each group?  And what are the values of each?
	

	4. Why did Jack and his followers save the sow’s head for the beast?
	

	5. What is the Lord of the Flies?  Why is it given this title?
	

	6. What advantage did Jack gain over Ralph just because of the paint on his face?
	

	7. Why do you think most of the boys have become followers of Jack?
	

	8. What profound piece of knowledge does Simon receive as he hallucinates in the presence of the head?  What does he come to realize is the real nature of the beast?  What premonition does he have about his own future?  About the future of the boys on the island?  About mankind in general?  
	

	CHAPTERS NINE AND TEN

	1. Why do you think the author had Simon discover the true nature of the figure on the mountain?  And why do you think he was killed without being able to reveal his knowledge to the boys?
	

	2. What is the symbolic importance of Piggy and Ralph eating meat at Jack’s encampment?  What is the symbolic importance of Simon being killed in such a brutal matter?
	

	3. What did Jack’s followers do in response to the rain?  What would Ralph have preferred as a response?  What more does this reveal about the difference between the two characters?
	

	4. What was there about Jack’s society that was “demented but partly secure”?
	

	5. Why is Ralph particularly frightened by the nature of Simon’s death?  Why have all of the boys except Ralph pushed the knowledge of Simon’s death out of their conscious memory?
	

	6. What caused Roger to contemplate “the possibilities of irresponsible authority”?
	

	7. Why was Jack still defending his stronghold against the beast?
	

	8. Why did Jack and two of his tribe attack Ralph’s encampment?  Why were they successful?
	

	CHAPTER 11

	1. Why is Piggy so concerned about the conch?  Why do you think the author describes it here as so “fragile and white”?
	

	2. Explain how the concealing paint brought “liberation into savagery” to Jack and his followers.
	

	3. Why did Ralph plan to visit Jack and his boys on their side of the island?  How did he get sidetracked from his original purpose?
	

	4. Ralph made two requests of Jack.  When he received no response, he asked, “Don’t you understand?”  In what ways, however, has Ralph showed his profound lack of understanding of the situation?
	

	5. What did the breaking of the conch and Piggy’s death symbolize?
	

	CHAPTER 12

	1. Why do you think Ralph lashed out at the skull?
	

	2. How did Ralph know it was hopeless to think he could ever win back the boys, or even start a small outlaw band?
	

	3. What did Sam and Eric mean when they answered Ralph’s question by saying, “Roger sharpened a stick at both ends”?
	

	4. Why did Jack need to exterminate Ralph?
	

	5. Why has the author finally made Ralph into a savage?
	

	6. Why is it ironic that Jack used fire to capture Ralph?
	

	7. Were the boys saved at the end of the novel?
	

	8. Why did Ralph cry at the conclusion of the book?
	


